Large Scale International Boundaries (LSIB)
Available from the Department of State’s Office of the Geographer (INR/GGI), the LSIB is believed to be the most accurate worldwide (non- Europe, non-US) international boundary vector line file available.  The lines reflect U.S. government (USG) policy and thus not necessarily de facto control.  There are no restrictions on use of this public domain data.  
The LSIB is in WGS84 datum and is generally accurate to within a couple hundred meters or better.  The boundary research and “recovery” of the delineation of the line has been done over past decades by geographers at State and colleagues from other USG agencies and the UK.  It is based on modern imagery, elevation data, relevant maps, treaties, international arbitration and court rulings, data from national mapping agencies and boundary commissions if available, and other sources.  Most DoS boundary-by-boundary studies from the 1960’s and ‘70’s are posted at www.law.fsu.edu/library/collection/LimitsinSeas/ .
The LSIB is regularly updated, most recently in June 2013 with “LSIB5” (17 mb compressed.)  Some sub-Saharan Africa lines are still in work and may have delineations off by up to four km.  Less attention has been given to lines for most of Europe and the U.S. due to their availability in other accurate sources. 
The Office of the Geographer/ Humanitarian Information Unit’s accompanying LSIB-WVS polygon file utilizes the 1:250,000 scale World Vector Shoreline (WVS) coastline data from the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) which is generally shifted by several hundred meters to over a km.  Nevertheless, the LSIB-WVS polygon file is believed to be the most accurate available file for determining island sovereignty.   It corrects the numerous island sovereignty mistakes in the original WVS data.  It was updated in Oct. 2012 and thus most closely matches the Sept. 2012 LSIB4b version.  It is ~100 mb compressed, but has been broken down into regional shapefiles from  8 to 19 mb each compressed.  A generalized, much smaller file is also available. 
Individual “DIB” (Digital International Boundaries) lines exist for most of the 320 international boundaries and generally contain much additional attribute information.  Otherwise, they will be identical to the LSIB lines.  For USG use only, they (and the LSIB and LSIB-gen (generalized lines never shifted by more than 100 meters) are available for download as vector shapefiles on the NGA boundary pages, at http://BASE.US-state.osis.gov or its mirror site, https://www.intelink.gov/basestate/, where USG officials will also find a great amount of research, current event reporting, treaties, analysis, and maps for most international and some internal and maritime boundaries.
The LSIB line file has the following attributes within four fields: 
1)  Country codes for each boundary segment utilizing the old two-letter FIPS-10 codes (see CIA World Factbook appendix.)  The polygon file also includes ISO codes (2 and 3 digit) 
2)  An entry when relevant  in the “Label” attribute field such as “1949 Armistice Line” or “DMZ”.   For USG use, these labels should appear when scale permits.  
3)  “Rank”: 
     a)  A rank of “1” (used for most of the 320 international boundaries) for those which the USG considers “full international boundaries.”        
     b)  A rank of “3” for other lines of international separation.  Most are considered by the USG to be in dispute.
     c)  A rank of “7” for other lines of separation:  DMZ’s, No-Mans Land (Israel), UNDOF zone lines (Golan Hts.), Sudan’s Abyei, and the US Naval Base Guantanamo Bay on Cuba.  These are not international boundaries and thus are included only for use on specialized products. 
Any line with a rank of “3” or “7” is, for USG use, to be dotted or dashed differently and in a manner visually subordinate to the normal rank “1” lines.
Attribution is welcome:  “US Dept. of State Office of the Geographer.”  
Contact: LinthicumDH@state.gov
